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F g Tx Was. 8 . Roluttonce that” 
| 1 8 upon myſelf to male 
nas ie following Speculation ".-_ 

A 0 3 # muſt of neceſity 
di oblige Jome of the Clergy, quite contrary ta 
a favourite axim with me == Make no one 
your Enemy. NN 

But the Zeal 1 have marine, for eme 
(at this Time more particularly). the Pope 
and his Banditti in their proper Culours, Hack 
 efeftually ſuperſeded all other Conſiderations, 
and in a manner. compell a d me to. ſend theſe 
Goſpel Reflections into the World, tho un- 
160 with. the Sand tian of Church Au. 
thority.. 905 


F Chritt 168 the Head of the Church, 72 


all Chriſtians in their Wits muſt a. and 
the Clergy are his Deputies, Stewards the 
Myſteries of Godlineſs, to whoſe Garg the 
2 fare of Souls is wholly committed, and for 
N they * be accountable at Fits, 1 . 
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— 1 Uncharitable, Oppreſſars, uumerci- 


ful to Man and Beaſt, Hut 


Sober, chaſte, abſtemiaus, holy, heavenh- - 


minded, Bu . ark able, butgpnes. * 
rellgibuſiy [ted 9 al © thofe * Virt 
. which N a Yom lovely in the Eye of bi 
Fehr,, un Wy ace bt. . 
the Sight TO TG 
Nou, if contrary 1 Jhe Welke 4 bug . 
zoclety, #nd the Proper iy ef the G 
Ohtiſt, hefe are Paflets dh drk in un 
Shape 10 b com ludeu vin dey the ſirſt Chis. 3 
is bigh Time for them to look into 'Hhompelves, 
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The PREFACE: v 


a Exam le, (it is wel kno Wn) ) hath the. 
ſrongeſt pple, over the” in nds and Man- 
wrs. the & ene rality of. Mankind. | 

Bed des, FR Caution, Far Han having 
ay good E. Fell, is a apt 70. Tun the Laity into 
Notions of 1 up on * too Wen 
grounded Nreſuntption, 7501 the, Parſon does 
wt in his Heart, believe thoſe muſty Dodtrines 
of Self-Denial, 80 obriety, Chaſtity, Charity, &c. 
which he 1s ſometimes fore d, Je Luere fa e, fo 
mend oo ot i 1 WA 
Far be it from me, ran pA to Inſornar?. or 
wen ſuppoſe, that the Body of Clergy are un- 
aithful, or remiſs in els Goſpel-Funitions : 
for 1 verily believe; and perſuaded, that 
many of them ate 4 Me Men of Learn- 
nz, Conſcience, and Fidelity. 
God forbid ! therefore, that the ſacred 
Ofice ſhould be brought into Contempt and 
kiarcule, thro the corrupt Practices of a 
Parcel * Temper. Demas's and F alſe 
iethren,” 4 e, CR 28 

Neither ne J be unt * , d, in the 
Courſe of Theſe"; fe Ftions; "# confine myſelf 
o the Clergy: only ; Fut er that Deno- 
muation to comprehend i#þ artially, All zhoſe 
ubo call themſelves Spiritual Paſtors, Teach- 


ts, or Speakers, among the Various Sectaries 


er than they Jn be. 


werated'; in this Kingdom — and are no bets | 
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W do T here pretend to nb TION 


e, of Reading, Elegancy of Stile, en 5 


Poignancy of Wit ; but, 7 
Magna elt veritas & prevaleit. 2 1 
All. ſearching Truth Heal one To zme « force i 
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And Hell and Judgment ſoaks our r conſein 
C Lay. 
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18 XXI. 15, $4 17. 


90 „ they had dined, Jeſus ſaith to * 15 


Peter, Simon ſon of Jong, loveſt thou me 
more than theſe 9 He ſaith unto him, Tea, 
Lord; thou knoweſt that I love thee. He 
ſaith unto him, Feed my lambs. © 
He Hh aith to him again the ſecond time, Simox 
ſon ' of, Jonas, loveſt thou me? He ſaith 


unto Lim, Tea, Lord; thou knoweſt that I 
love thee. He ſaith unto him, Feed my ſheep.” 
He ſaith unto him the third time, Simon on of 

Jonas, loveſt thou me? Peter was grieved, 


becauſe he ſaid unto him the third time, 
Loveſt thou me-? And he ſaid unto him, 
Lord, thou knoweſt all things; thou knoweſt 


that T love FOES. e ſaith unto fo bim, | 


Feed my ſpeep. | 
ST ve may be allow'd to jud by 


portance, and in theſe Days re- 
quires almoſt 


Dependents, being never at sven a Criſis ſince 
the dreadful Caraltrophe of er and Go- 
morrgh. : | The 


- | Conſequences, The Paſtoral ffice, 
or in other Words, The Cure of 
souls, is a Charge of the laſt im- 


Apoſtolic Talents for the due 
Execution of it. — Atheiſm, Villany, and 
Hypocriſy, with a numerous Train of vicious 


. 
—— — — — 
— * * - Am a < 
— 1 
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a The impudent Atheiſt melqg 4 Jeſt: 0 
4458 Th ing chat is ſacred; libels WLISEBeLaticy: 
_ favghsat Eternity; and ſeruples 
Frolicks, to challenge US Alk-wye. = and tr 
Upholder of his ungratetul Being, with Folh 
and Iicon/flency. \. The firſt arid ſecond C ;; 
venantsare, with him, contemptible Schemes; w 
and. Moſes, and 8 A "Couple: of Impo ( 
tors. 

The bare Villain is not. perbeps quite ſo 2 
far advanced" in this blaſphemous Impicty ;ﬀM ra 
yet he ſecretly wiſhes, - and almoſt Herſuade ol 
himſelf, that zhere is uo God. fe 
N heſe may poſſibly be rothimel; 4 5 9 

dier ſometimes eures the Levity of the one 5; 
and the Gallows may bring the other, to g 


Lord have Morey on me. - 
But the Hope of the Ebert ſhall peri w 
eternally.” . D 


1 qſhall not e en me to aner thi 
Monſter out of all his Subterfuges, onlyM la 
hint at a {ew of his equivocal Fallacies. hi 
Copetonſuelſs, that molt deſtructive; of Vi 0] 
ces, he obtrudes upon the World for Frags 
lity; Prodigalitꝝ and Extrauagancs gte tiles 
* Genereſity _ Laberality ; Fornicution and hi 
Adultery are extolled for Gallantry; Dro 
kepneſs, (ets up for Good-Fellowybip 3 and 
| F aue 7 is, modeſtly call d, che Enj 1 
ment of the good Things of this Bifs. 
Fern to the Title ot e with om 


[9], 

ind Reſervedueſs with ada ; Bightry arid 
Enthuſiaſm lay claim to Religion; and Often- 
tation- — the bleſſed Name of Charity; 
trading 1mpoſitions are current for inno- 
cent Craft; Over- reaching Frauds for Po- 
licy and Fineneſs of Wit; and Compliance 


with the Law, boaſts. of Juſtice and Honour 
(the Reverſe of Owd's Primitives) with 


many others of the like Stamp, beſt known 
to thoſe whoſe Tongues, Hearts and Actions 


rarely correſpond. Through this Palliation 


of Iniquities the Poiſon inſenſibly takes Ef- 


fect, and operates ſo habitually on the Hypo- 
crite's Mind, that the grand Guard of the 


Soul, Conſcience, being by imperceptible De- 
grees decoy'd into a Lethargy, he becomes 


mmoral, unjuſt, cruel, uncharitable, . Ge. — 


without Remorſe, or ſuſpecting himſelf in 


Danger from a future Account. 

The Atbeiſt has his Intervals, and the Vil- 
lain his Horrors ; but the Ehpocrite hugs 
himſelf with Surmiſes of doing no Harm ; 
opiates all Reflection with Ay nces of 
Devotion, and falls to Perdition, thro 2 long, © 


Series of pharifaical Delufions practis 'd upon 


himſelf. Luke xviii. v. 11, 12. 


Theſe, and innumerable other Enormities 
call aloyd _ gg OATS and a 


| | * pants fan fine Lay fidem reBumque er” 
- . They knew no Law, but mutual Faith and Truſt, 
Z Were ſteady. Friends, and ſcorn d to be W 


ſpeedy | 


(* 1 


ſpeedy Reformation, leſt the Hand of God, 


which ſeems to hang over us, ſhould fall heavy 
upon us, and Popery, with its. Terrors, be ſent 
among us as a Scourge and Penance, toogrie- 
vous to be bonne, and too late to be 1 97 900 
of... <THAD 
Which is Gods Mercy to avoid; am; as 2 
Means conquering thereto, I thall endeavour, 

in the Courſe of this Tract, to rouſe the 
Shepherds (LI mean thoſe that want it) to. 


awaken. the Sheep committed to their Care, | 


out of their preſent dangerous Lethargy. 
I é come now tothe Words of * Text, 
wherein we are. r conſider 511 41 


| * 4 The. Perſon 2 5 3 
II. The Perſon ipoken toe. 


III. The Perſons {poken. of. 
IV. Tlie Charge _ _:.. 
V. The Time ot giving the Char, and 
then conclude. 3 5 


, The Perſon coking. - 11 | Criſt, the 
grand Shepherd and covenanted ; Proprietor 
ofthe Flock, purchaſed with is own Blood 
an invaluable Purchaſe !,, Wonderful L that 
the * Lord of All ſhould lay down his moſt + 
precious Life for the Redemption; of a loſt and 
untoward Generation, | the 'Ottſpring of re- 
bellious Man. 

How grievous the Crime, that required ſo 
great e That no leſs than the 
b cod 

* Mat. xvii. v. 11, 


* Acts x. v. 1 


10. 


he 


=] 


myſterious Unity of Cod and Man ſhould be- 


come a Sacrifice of Atonement - |; | 


Awake ye Sinners, wonder, and a the 
gracious Recoverer. of your * Sight and Li- 


berties! Sleep no more, but lay hold en 
proffered Mercy; Chriſt, + the Light ol the 
World, -calleth you; Why will ye fit in, 
Darkneſs ſtupidly incredulous ? : Why will ye 


refuſe to hear ᷑ that Voice, which (if obey 1) L 


will entitle you to everlaſting Happineſs 2 My 
ſoeep hear my voice; aud ] know them, and 
they with follow me. Aud 1. give. unto them 
eternal life, and they: ſhall never periſh, nei- 
ther ſhall. any pluck them out of my hand. 

What Encouragement is here, for every 
(abr wis undone, Soul) to throw itſelf un- 
der the Tutelage, Guidance and Protection of 
. Pen fo watchful, ſo indulgent a Shep- 

erd! Ei 

What; Obſtacles a lasch you) are in the 
Way; that impede your cloſing with ſuch gra- 
cious Aſſurances? Hath Pride filled your 
Hearts? See the holy Babe, the Heir of all 
Things, laying in a Manger! Hath Cover- 


neſs :ſtraitned your, Minds 2 Look upon 


Jeſus diſtributing the Liaaves and Fiſhes ! 
And mark the End. of the rich ++ Man and 
bis en. Hath eee fuallawe 


CIA ae 44} 4:3 | » B 2 g © WE: 11 up 
Lale iv. W $ John viii. v. i E John x. 


v. 27% % I Luke n. . 5 * Mat. ziv. v. 45. 
tt Luke xii. v. 5 S6. 5 8 i 


3 4 yy $- Wy. 
1 er A 
_— — 

: Don 7 


dying Words: Ob 


1 


up your Senſes.} Remember Chriſt, his * long 


Faſt and Temptation! Hath. Jdleneſs-got ho 


of you? Behold your Saviour f praying in 
the Garden till he ſweats Drops of Blood! 


Are you impatient under Injuries ? Follow 
Jeſus into t Piate's Hall; | and to the 
Croſs! Are you E 2 Think upon his 

erve how paſſionately he 


prays for. his Accuſers, Jes: and Execu · 


tioners. 


Fog a Iam to conſider, The Perſon ſpoken 
Peter, who is recorded in Scripture 

5 s full called to be a Diſciple, and likewik 
firſt upon the Liſt of Chriſts Apoſtles, for 
which Re: Reaſon probablyit was, that our Saviour 
addreſſes himſelf to him in the Preſence of the 


- reſt; not that Peter was thereupon conſti- 


tuted Lord of the whole Flock throughout the 


World (as the Papiſis vainly aſſert) but by way 


of general Admonition to all Paſtors to be di- 
igent in their Calling, whereſoever appointed; 


as Peter himſelf confeſſes, Acts x. v. 41, 4 


where ſpeaking of Chriſts Reſurrection, that 
he was ſhewn not to all the People, but unto 


Witneſſes choſen before of God, even to us, 


who did eat and duink with FENG after he roſe 


from the. Dead, and commanded us (mark the 
Time, and ve ſhall find it has exact Reference 

£0 the Wy 1 in my Eng to e 1 
| | „die 


1 Mark XY, 


* Mat. iv. v. 2. + Lal; n. v. 44. 
) Luke . 51 


v. 16. l OE: OP. v. 29. 
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[13 TY 
the Pebple; 2 ſynonimous Term, with Feed- 
ing the Lambs and the Sheep. © 


But further, to put this Singularity of an 
out of all Queſtion, Matthew cloles his Go- 


Eleven 

Nay, Luke bens ane and e the 
Number to- all faithful and wiſe: Stewards of 
Chriſt's Houſhold to the End of all Things ; 


OS. Fb Ro CE OTE 


n forewarn'd his Diciples of Watchfulneſs, ſays 
© Wl unto him, Lord, ſpeakeſt thou this parable unto 


0 . 
e , or even to all 45 Whereupon Chrift reſolves 
r bim, and declares the Intention of his Admo- 


ur I ation to aſlect 2718 Paſtor 1 in all Countries, 
ie and in all 


i And moreover, he diftagailies the Faith- 


he fl by their peculiar Care of the Flocks, where- 
ay Not ep ordain'd Overſeers, in giving them 


s this, but feeding the Sheep 2 


42, Theſe Quotations plainly demonſtrate, that 
hat I this Charge of our Saviour y. Feed my Lamb, 
ito Wl Feed my Sheep, was deliver d to the Apoſtles in 
us, general, and their Deſcendants, without Re- 
ole N erve of Superiority to Peter, and are manifeſt 
che Refutations of the Papal Uſurpation, togetlier 
nce with all its Legends, Fopperies, and Cruelties. 
nto I Well may the Papfs' then ſer” aſide the 
bridence of a in al eee be- 


1 * tween 


„ Mat. vil v. 48 to the End. . Lale xil. v. ro to 50. 


ſpel with our Saviour's wenn Charge to the 5 


where Peter, after our bleſſed r had 


di- their Portion of Meat in due Seaſon. Pray what | 


[ 141 


tween the Proteſtant and Romiſh Church; and, 
inſtead thereof, trump up infamous and here. 
tical. Traditions, and unſcriptural Decrees of 
foam Councils; the ſordid Effects of prelatical 
Pride and. Rapacity. 7 15:18 
For the maintance whereof, what Heaps of 
Frippery have they not interpolated and i im. 
4 'd on their eredulous Votaries ? 8 
Their holy Cheats, lying Miracles, Indul 
| gences, Purgatories, Limbuſſes, Croſſes, Ima- 
Ces, Agnus Ders,' Holy Water, Maſſes, Cano- 
#izations, Prayers to Saints, Bapti sing of 
Bells, Excommunications, Fulminations, In- 
 quiſations, Confeſſions, 'Maſſacres, Plots, Per. 
Juries, and a thouſand other Rogueries beſides; 
which every VJeſuit, Fa ry Cardinal, knows 
to be ſuch; and, laughing among - themlelves 
at the Stupidity. of: the Populace, gloſs their 
ee with the {oft Appellation of Prom 
aas... 05 
But tis no honder: when: their Doctors are 
pleas d to tell you, without bluſhing,” That the 
Scripture is a Niſe of of Wax, a dead Letter, &c. 
and that the Pope: As diſpenſe with the Laws 
of Nature, the les of the Apoſtles, the Form 
ol the Words in 8 aud even with 
Divine Right. itſelf.” T Ns 
-Others affirm, that the Pope can n 'Giſienk 
alſo with, an! againſt the New: Teftament, wit 
the Epiſtles ot / St. Paul; and ſome of:them 9 
lo far, as to ſay, That the Pope can diſpenſe wit 
the Prec _ of the Ola and New g 
8 po 


* 


Upon theſe deviliſh Principles, Albertus 


jt God ; — Naſus cereus qui fe horſum, illor- 
n, © 7 in quamcunque volucris Partem tra- 
li, retrahi, fingique facile permittit. — In 
Engliſh thus; © A Noſe of Wax, that eaſily 
* {uffers itlelf to be drawn backward and for- 


21 ward, this. way and that way, and. any 
{WH way.” — And in another Place he, fays, 
1. unt enim Scripture mutt Judices.— e The 
2 | Scriptures are dumb Judges.” ET 


Another Fellow, a Canon of the Charch 


0 f Lateras, in the late Council of Trent, had 
n. te Impudence (without Reproof) to aſſert 
-n an Oration, + That Sriptura oft quqſi 
Jes: or tuum Arramentom; 3191 The Scriptures 18 


ad Ink. I. 20019310 91:2 D 

And the Biſhop! of Poitiers, Ache dls 
ad. Canon's Blaſphemy, did; in the ſaid Con- 
ent, aver, That I Scriptura eftores. inanimis 


ce; © The Scripture! is a dead and dumb 
ling, like alltother Political Laws. 


ithout a Fling 'of their Scurrility, $, Auguſti- 
im vetuſt as ſug tuetur; qui ſi reviviſceret cum 
'aulo certe ille contemprus -effet Rhetorculus 
if ! Grammatic ulus ; Dane verò vel inſa- 

3 MOT 2 On RY Hi. 5 : mire 


p Beis anch Hb. 3. cap. 3: 4 Idem, Contro. : 3. 
Eccleſia. I Flaccus: WMiricus Normà in Concil. {| Johannes 
danus, lib. 23. * wy Vives Ub, 15. de Civitate Dei. 
. 24. 


ightus blaſphemes, and calls the holy Word 


d muta, ſicut etiam ſunt relique Leges poli- 


No wonder then that St. Paul cannot paſs. 


1 16 ] 


uro vel Hereticus videretur * . Auguſtine i 

_ fafe now for his Antiquity ; but if he and,; 

Paul were alive again, he would be deſpiled 

as a pitiful. Rhetorician, or poor Grammarian 
and Paul (truly) would be accounted a Mad: 
man or an Heretick | 

But the Triple Crown Sueceſſor of St. Te. 

ter he verily muſt be, Alter Deus in Terra 

with fome ; while others cry, Chriſtus in Cal 


preſides, Papa. in Terris reſidet; Chrift \ - 
Prince in Heaven, the Pape on Earth. * 
Whereupon Nichulas Ira in his Gloſs 0 
Peu XVIL v. 11.“ According to the Senteno uh 
t of the Law which they ſhall teach the of 
* and according to the Judgment which the 5, 
e ſhall tell thee, thou ſhalt do; thou ſhalt nc 
decline from the Sentence which they nal - 
ſhew thee; to the Right Hand, or the Left 52 
preſcribes thus — S dtxerint tibi quod dex , 
eſt ſniſtra, aut quod ſiniſtra eſt dextra toi V 


Sententia eft tenenda. If they (the Po 
and his Emiſſaries) tell thee that thy Righ 
Hand is thy Left, or thy Left Hand tliy Right 
you ought to be of that Opinion. W. 
| would think that any Man in his natural an 
oper Senſes can be a Papiſt. 2. | 
. From what has been alledg d, we may of 
| ſerve, That the Succeſſors 85 Peter can de 
their Lord and Maſter as ſtoutly as eit 
Peter did; but with this material Differenc 
that be repemed : But theſe are ſo dru 
with Power, and greedy of Gain, that the 


£83 © 


15 . 

vl is no Hopes of a Papal Recantation. = Can 
all the Ethiopian change his in? 

n, How is it to be expected therefore, that 
0-8 Men trained up in ſuch 40% Principles, can 


poſſibly be true to God or Man? ſwear what 
they will to a Proteſtant Prince, or Proteſtant 
Neighbour, they have Indulgence and Abſo- 
lution in their Pockets to countenance any 
Plot; and for Reward of their Villainy (if 
deep) are ſure to be canonix ]. 
What an Auti-Proteſtaut Oath was that, 
which the Militant Fathers of the Council 
of Trent, were every one of them oblig d to 
ſwallow before they were admitted to vote! 


E N. &. Papatum Romanæ Eecleſiæ 
2 KRegulas ſandtorum patrum adjutor 
ero, ad defendendum & retinendum, ſalud or- 
dine meo, contra omnes homines: That is to ſay, 


„N. Sc. will be one to defend and main- 
I tain the Papacy of the Church of Rome, 
* and the Commands of the Holy Fathers (the 
* Popes of Rome) againſt all Men living :” 
Or in the true Senſe ot the Words, thus: I 
„N. Sc. will be one that will contribute all 
my Might and Malice towards cur ſing, tor- 
* turing, and deſtroying all heretical Proteſt- 
ant Dogs whatſoever, that have the Impu- 
f * & dens 
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* dence to abjure the Pope 5 Authority, and 

e dare to aſſert, that Chriſt is . in his { 

* gw Kingaom.” | 4 
a 


What can we enpeck from ſuch a Cut- throat 1 
Crew, but Plots and Conf] piracies, to extir- I fe 
pate us and our Poſterity, our dear Religion, I 
Liberty and Property, to make Way for a 
Popiſh Machine, ſubject to the Dictates of WM I 
France, Spain, and Rome ? Ct 
Jo give a Specimen of what we may ex- th: 
pect from the mild Adminiſtration of the laſt, 
let us have Recourſe to the Principles of thoſe 
Holy Fathers which are to be maintained 
a en all Men —Totis' viribus. 


Pope Boniface (that notorious Uſurper) I : c: 
with as ſurpriſing Arrogance as Falſhood, I ta 
aſſumes an Univerſal Power over all Nations, Ml Grc 
as well in Temporals as Spirituals, and moſt WW men 
ridiculouſly founds his Pretence on that Scrip-M muc 
ture (well may they call it a Noſe of Mar) I late 
Luke xxii. v. 28. Here are fwo Swords, 4 tray 
ſolutely foreign to his Purpoſe, there being bunc 
not ſo much as the Shadow ct a Figure in- muc] 
_ tended, but 7wo. downright: Swords of Am. I! 
munition—Hilt and Blade. (uot 
No matter for that, allegorical or bal; tu and ir 


Swords there are, and metamorphos d the 
ſhall be, to emblematical Enſigns of his Hoi 
ye O Au * and * Dramy. 
[ 


L 29 ] 
Tf his Temporal... Seord is too ſhort, out 
goes his Spiritual One, with Fulminations, 
FExcommunications, Anathemas, Bell, Book, 
and Candle, Curſing, Bluſtering, and Damn- 
ing all that ſtand in his Way. The Lord de- 
fend us from ſuch Inſolence, and ſtir up the 
Legiſlature to rid this Land of Papiſts ! 
For my Part, I could wiſh for a general 
of MW Tranſportation of them, if it ſuited with our 
Conſtitution ; or elſe that their Priefts (for 
„the Benefit of the next Generation) might (in- 
&, MW fiead of hanging, which they value not fo 
e much as Canonizaion) “ be handled as they 
ed were formerly, and T believe ſtill are in Swe- 


dn and Denmark, and this by the Advice of 


er) a converted Nun (as my Author ſays) which 
0d, take to be an effectual Way to ſtop their 
ons, Growth Here, as well as in the Places afore- 
noſt mentioned: Kingdoms that were once very 
rip: much infeſted with Popiſb Emiſſaries, but of 
ar) late Years (ſays the fame Author) a Man may 
ab- travel thro City, Town, and Country, an 
xingl hundred Miles, and not meet with, or fo 
e much as hear of a profeſs'd Papiſt. : 


I ſhall conclude this Head with one more 
oration from Scripture ; the Proteſtant, 


Cz _ Relzgion, 


If Pooiſh Copies Must rhe Lat tele 
Een make a Capon of each Popiſb Prieſt. 


and in Truth the only Teſt of the Chriſtian 


Daily Gazetteer, Jan. Ty 1740. : 


" 
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Religion, and challenge the ' Conclave to an- 
ſwer it without waxing it. 
It is a remarkable one, touching the Dac- 
trine of Church Supremacy. 
For there happen d once to be a fort of . 
teſt among the Apoſtles about it, which our 
Saviour judicially determined, Luke xxii. v. 24, ke. 
25, 26. And there was alſo a ſtrife among 
them (the Apoſtles) which of them ſhould le N of 
accounted the greateſt. An He (Jeſus) ſaid N ve 
unto them, The Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe 4 
Lordſhip over them, and they that exerciſe I ri 
Aut 25 pon, them, are called B ene factors 
But ye 2 not be ſo: but he that is greateſt I fei 
among you, let him be as the younger; and Wl th 
he that is chief, as he that doth ſerve. The 
Words are ſo explicit, they need no Gloſs. I i fal 
ſhall proceed, therefore, in the next Place to pe 
conſider very briefly, 
| | Thirdly, The Perfons ſpoken of ; The Lambs 1 
and the Sheep: Feed my Lambs, Feed my Sheep. em 
A Met Wer ſignifying the Church, however I Pai 


diſtreſs d, or whereſbever diſperſed, All Belie-M enj 
vers, Young and Old, of all Ciimates and Ap 
Complexions ; for of a Truth, God is no Re-f aL 
ſpecter of Perſons. _ far 
Theſe various People hath Chriſt colledta | 
into oneBody, and this Body, thus united, were Fa. 
by the Apoſtles called Chriſi iaus firſt at Antioch. y0u 
We indeed, by Deſcent, and the Chance of 27 
Birth, have the bleſſed Name devoly d upon us bat 


But 


La] 
But how degenerate, how: Apoſtate from 
the Primitive Church, is a moſt melancholy 
Reflection; eſpecially when we conſider our- 
ſelves bleſs d not only with the Privileges of 
Revelation, but with all the Advantages of Ex 
tralnformation, flowing trom two of the moſt 

learned Univerſities in Europe. 

But, alas |. the Cuſt of the Fleſb, the Luft 
of the He, and the Pride of Life, have per- 
verted our Hearts, gain'd the Dominion of our 
Aections, and banithed quite all Chriſtian Pu- 
rity, Truth, and Loyalt .. 
The virtuous Heathens were infinitely pre- 
ferable to the Bulk of Modern Chriſtians, with 

their Bibles in their Rande. 
Who muſt account principally for this. fatal 
falling off from our firſt Love, comes pro- 
perly under the next general Head. Namely, 
Fourthly, The Charge given; Feed— Feed 
my Lambs, Feed my Sheep. Pray obſerve the 
emphatical Repetition (in my Text) of this 
Paternal Charge. Thrice did our bleſſed Lord 
enjoin Peter, and: thro' him the reſt of the 
Apoſtles, to feed his Lambs, and his Sheep; 
a Duty of the utmoſt Conſequence to the Wel- 

tare of his Flock. S n SS 
As it he ſhould ſay, I am now to bid you 
Farewell. While indeed I was preſent with 
you, I took care myſelf, that neither you nor 


my Sheep ſhould want that Spiritual Food T 


bave received from my Father. I have in like 
„ 1 5 manuer 
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manner furniſhed you with proper Gifts, and 
Graces for the fulfilling of this my Will : Look 
70 it well, that as I 7 thus graciouſly fed 
vor, even ſo 1. Flac ye (in my corporeal Ab. 
ſence) for . Flocks wherewith have en- 
truſted you. 
They did * FEY having receiv'd the Gift 
| Tongues, they encreaſed their Flocks, faithtully 
proclaiming, the Name of Chriſt among all 
People, Nations and Languages ; and being 
in due Time called upon to follow their Ma- 
ters great Example, they triumphantly ſealed 
the Truth of their Miniſtry, by the Effuſion 
of their loyal Blood. 
Theſe were no ſham F. Aber, no fair- 
weather Diſciples ; but ſtood faſt by the Truth, 
as it is in Jeſus, thro' all the Storms of Per- r. 
ſecution and Kd of Torment. | 
Who of us, faſhionable Chriſtians, would = 
ſtand the By ets and Brunts the ' Apoſtles 
endur'd, and look Barbarity in the Face with gre 
Serenity, for the Sake of the Goſpel MM: 
Very few, I doubt, by Appearance. No: | 
We love our bodily Eaſe too much to court il . 
ill Uſage, Impriſonment, Tortures, and Death, 
tor the Name of Chriſt. 
 Coverouſneſs and Hypocriſy on the one 10 
Hand, Licentiouſneſs and Luxury on the il © 
Other, have entirely ſuppreſs'd the ancient IM II 
Senſe 'of Chriſttan Faith, and the zealous I an 
Practice 


7 ® 
. 
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Practice of Chriſtian Duties, and made trai- 
terous Cowards of FI Bulk of Modern Pro- 
effors. 
Very ſew of us have Courage enough to 
reſiſt thoſe very Temptations that we know 
will neceſſarily deſtroy us. | 

Our Appetites and Paſſions overwhelm us, 
and inſtead of dying Martyrs for Chriſt, we 
become Sacrifices tor the Devil. | 

Gold, that miſchievous Idol of Mankind, 
and Pander to our Luſts, is follow d by all, 
tho with different Views; ſome to amaſs, and 
others to ſquander, while the Buſineſs of Sal- 
vatign is wholly neglected, and our Souls en- 
trapped by the yei/ow Snare. Mony, Mony, 
is the Cry, Give us but Mony, we'll aber 
Eternity. 

But the Prophet Jeremy bandſomely re- 
bukes theſe Worldings. Fer. ix. v. 23. Let 
wt the rich Man glory in his Riches, nor the 
great Man in his Honours, but in that he 
mows God : So that the Labours and Anxie- 
ties.of Men, to procure Trophies, Lands, of 
Riches ſor themſelves and their Children, are 
extream Folly, and by no Means ſo acceptable | 
to God, and ſo much for their real Profit as 
to experience themſelves, and to teach their 
Children the Knowledge of the Moſt High. 
This is true Wiſdom ; ir produces ſolid Peace 
and ſubſtantial Joys: The other 1 1s h 
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Folly, it breeds Perplexities, entails Diſquiz. 
tudes, and ends in Miſery.” * 
The Queſtion then will be, Whence ariſeth 
all this Bigotry to Vanity and Liftleſſheſs 
to ſpiritual Things, it the Sheep go thus aitray 
Methinks the Shepherds mutt be ſome— 
what to blame. Surely they do not take that 
Paſtoral Care of their Flochs which the Grand 
Shepherd hath enjoin'd. Do they watch over 
them, and feed them with Food convenient 
for them : Or, Are they idle, careleſs and un: 
exemplary in ther Lives and Converſations ? 
Are they covetous and paraſitical? Or, Is their 
Time, Thoughts and Affectious too much at- 
tach d to ſublunary Tancies? Trifles, worſe 
thas Trifles, compared with the permanent 
Joys and beatifick Fruitions of the heavenly 
State.* „ 
Wo be to ſuch Paſtors ! Hypocrites, which 
render the bleſſed Word of none Effect, which 
was mercifully calculated to fave themſelves 
and their Sheep from everlaſting Perdition. 
Why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael ? why 
_ will ye deſpiſe the Mercies of Chriſt, and with- 
hold the Means of Grace from thoſe above you? 
Awake, ye Dreamers, look to yourſelves, re- 
cover your Flocks (if poſſible) before it is too 
late, and the fatal Account is demanded at 
Four Hands. | 
Meg cf DD Think 


® Rom. ii. v. 16, 25. 
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1%. Think of St. Paul, how diligent, how ſaith- 
ful, how exemplary a Shepherd he was! how 
much he endur'd tor the Sake of Truth, and 
how greatly he triumph d over the World, the 
Fleſb and the DeadT7 8 
Refreſh your Memories with thoſe pious In- 
ſtructions, contain d in his Paſtoral Letter to 
Timothy, his beloved Son in the Lord t, and 
ſeriouſly reflect on that ſolemn Charge of his 


an: Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſball judge the Quick _ 
and the Dead at his appearing, and his King- 
dm: Preach the Word, be inſtant, in Seaſon 
and out of Seaſon ; approve, rebuke, exhort, 

with all long-ſuffering and Doctrine. And a- 
gain, at the 5th Verte. But watch thou in alt 
Things, endure Afflictious, do the Work of an 
Evangeliſt, make full Proof. of thy Mini- 


I if the Apoſtle ſhould fay to his beloved 
Preacher (and thro him to a// Paſtors what- 
ever). Thou haſt: now, Timothy, accepted 
the Office of a Biſhop, - or Overſeer of the 
church of Chriſt, I charge thee be conſtant, 
12 Nand do the Duty of: a faithful. Shepherd in all 
Things, as thou ſhalt anſwer the contrary, 
when I ſhall confront thee: at the ſolemn Bar 
our Sovereign. Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


| 8 
; D . W But 
abs . oy 


J 2 Tim. ii. from v. 1. to v. 16. 2 Tim. iv. v. 1, 2. 


to the ſame 7 charge thee, before God and tbe 
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| world ly Atfairs, that Four whole Time, Strength, 
and Srugy may be employ'd rowards the der- lis 


Aolge their own irregular Appetites and f 
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4 City may be over- run with Wickednefs, tit 
_ "Sabbath prophan d, and the ſacred Name o 


x bly. —1 come now in the laſt Place ro conſ 


and — conclude. Our bieſſed Saviour havin 


concerning the Redemption of Mankind, | 


But more e be not entangled wit *. 


vice of God in the Phupit, the Fen, and 
the Cloſet. wy 

For, adds the Apoſtle, by way of Caution, 
There are thoſe that have dropt off from the 
Faith, thro an inordinate Aﬀettion 10 th; 
Things of this World; Demas for one; fu 
Demas hath forſaken me, having loved this 
. preſent World. If St. Paul wete now alive, 
I fear he would have too much Reaſon to 
complain of ſome Dewas's in theſe Days 
Men who well underſtand the perſonal and 
ſenſual Application of the Word Feed, but 
baſely neglect the relative and ſpiritual Uſe 
of it, thro an overweaning Inclination to in 


fections. 


From ſuch Examples (were they but few 
our great Creator and Nedermer blaſpheme 


in the Alehonſe, the Street, and the Aden 


der. 
„ The Time of giving this Charge 


perform'd every Tittle of his Father's wil 


now 


a] 


naw rifen with his glorious Body, | and pre- 


* paring to aſcend into Heaven, he takes this 
i his laſt Leave of his Apoſtles. | 


But ſo anxious was he (as an Example. to 
all Teachers ) | left he thould be.any Way de- 
keated of the Fruits of his Coming, thro' the 


7 Frailty of human Nature. He takes upon 
i im, betore his Departure, to remind his Tat- 


awer of the principal End of his Doctrine, 
in theſe Words, Feed my Lambs, Feed my 
Heep; for as - earthly Food: is abſolutely ne- 
cfſary to the Exiſtence, Growth, and Acti- 
vity of the outwerd Man, in like manner, the 
Sul, (that more precious Moiety of our Be- 
ing) muſt be our; d, improv d, and ſtrength- 
ned in its ſpiritual Operations by the ſincere 
Milk of the Mord of God. Take heed, there- 
ore, O ye Modern Paſtors! that ye fulfil this 
.harge of your bleſſed Maſter, given to Peter 
and the reſt of his Apoſtles ; tor as much as 
It is undeniably true, That you being their 
cefſors, are undoubtedly included therein, 

and bound thereto. Lend xg 
You cannot but be ſenſible (in the firſt - 
lace) that Religion is the ſureſt Foundation 
i Peace and good Order in the Common- 
vealth.; theretore, (as Fellow- Subjects) it is 
acumbent on you, in your Public Capacity, 
o enforce the conſtant Practice of Ch iſtian 
Duties, 1 Oh | 3 
| But 


[28] 
but when we conſider further, That the 
Souls of Men, in this Life, are committed to 
your Care, as Subjects training up for an 
heavenly Kingdom, and that every Soul is 
worth a World, How careful! How ſollicitous 
How watchful ! How diligent ought you (tlc 
Repreſentatives of Peter) to be in Seaſon and 
out of Seaſon ! Exhorting, reproving, comfort. 
ing and condemning, it the Caſe requires! 

If you approve the Sanctity and Solemnity 
of your Office, and believe that you are {ct 
apart to miniſter to the People in holy Things, 
let me entreat you, for the Good of your own 
Souls, the Glory of Chriſtianity, and the Sal 
dation of Mankind, to diſengage yourſelves 
at once, from all private, ſc en ual, unworthy 
and inconſh ent Views, —Views that are ini. 
nitely diſtant from che Inſtitution of your Of 
fice, and unqueſtionable Obſtacles to the dus 
Execution of it. | 
Fix your Affections on heavenly Thing 
only, which are the true Touch-ſtone of M; 
niſterial Sincerity. 

For, let him be who he will, whether a 
Orthodox Preacher, or a Diſenting Teacher 
If, inſtead of laying out his whole Self in ti 
Service of God and his Church, he is mai 
cious, worldly-minded, profane, injurious, c 
ve tous, voluptuous, or umcharitable; he is 0 


Jon ger a 2 but a Defiroyer not 
Feed 
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Feeder but a Dewvonrer, and will have his 
Portion at laſt with falle Chriſts, Jade Pro- 
phets, and falſe Teachers. Is 8 

Recollect yourſelves, therefore, 0 ye Ni- 
niſtring Shepherds ! Loſe not a Moment, but 
gather your Flocks into their proper Folds: 3 
make a new Liſt of your ſeveral Charges; 5 
open a freſh Account of their Numbers. and 
Qualities: What has been amiſs, redreſs; 
what is wanting, ſupply, that ye may be able 
hereaſter to look St. Paul and the reſt of the 
Chriſtian Patriot. (our glorious Predeceſ- 
ſors) in the Face with Joy, when the grand 
Trumper ſhall ſound. ö 

And no to conclude this ſmall Trad, I 
ſhall quote the Words of a. faithful Apoſtle : * 
Finally, my Brethren, whatſoever Things are 
honeſt, whatſoever Things are juſt, whatſo- 
ever Things are pure, whatſoever Things are 
lovely, whatſodver Things are of good Ro- 
port, if there. be any Virtue, and if there be 
ay Praiſe, Tum ON THESE Tae. SME ov 
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. POSTSCRI PT. 


ud oi 


Man can ious FO "IPRA of 2 


* a + 


; "Ang the N 7 dane Mie the Foun- 
An and Foundation of dur Prat#ice, as well 


5 of Faith, whoſoever rofuſcth or negleterh to 


meakave” his Actions by that unerring Law 
(hee him harangue his Audience ever fo po- 


| 5 is unworthy of tlie Pulpit, and the Be- 


anner d to it. 


WII ſhould a Man that appeareth to deny 


the After partake: with the Mars? 
I we are to ſhew our Falthoy our Works, 
that Man (cfpecially in Office) is much to be 


ſuſpected, touebing the Soungdnets of his 


Path, that acts dametrically W even 
to Moral Precepkkes. 


The beſt of Men (it is true) are but Men 


at the beſt; the Angels themſelves are not 


perfect, much leſs can F leh and Blood pre- 
tend to Perfection. 

David and Peter had their F ailings, and 
gros ones too. | 

But when Men (without bluſhing) proceed 
in an open Courſe of offending Decency, and 


N en DUE, 'bur he mult art _ his 


ale 


TS 4. 
are habitually vicious, they. afford the World 
monſtrous Opportunities to ſuſpect their Fi- 
delity to Truth, and the Goſpel Diſpenſation. 
Lt ſuch of the Clergy (if any ſuch there 
be) but ſeriouſly read the 13th Chapter of 
Mark, beginning at the 13th Verſe. 

Heaven and Earth, ſays Chriſt, /ball paſs 
away, but my Words ſball not paſs away — 
They are eſtabliſh'd to Eternity. Ts 

And he that in his Works denies the Truth 
of this ſolemn Affirmation, may be ſaid, in 
Fact, to be no Chriſtian, and if not a Chri- 
ſtian, very unfit for a Shepherd and Feeder of 
the Flock of Chriſt: _ 
But we hope better Things. 
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